Derivatives of colchicine preferentially taken up by the liver: an approach to the treatment of liver fibrosis.
The distribution in the mouse of colchicine and of two colchicine derivatives, namely formylcolchicine/formylated serum albumin (FC/FTSA) and formylcolchicine/lactosaminated serum albumin (FC/LASA), was studied. The presence of radioactivity after the intravenous injection of labelled colchicine or of its derivatives was determined in liver, small intestine, kidney and blood. The radioactivity of the derivatives was better retained than that of colchicine. The derivatives accumulated in the liver to a much greater extent than colchicine, but were scarcely present in the gut. Tropism towards the liver might be important for the use of FC/LASA and FC/FTSA to control liver fibrosis.